
FMB – International Day of Forests Celebration 2016 Photo Contest 
Theme: Celebrating Forests and Water 

 
TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 
BACKGROUND 
  

 The Forest Management Bureau of the Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources provides technical guidance to the central and field 
offices for the effective protection, development and conservation of 

forestlands and watersheds. It shall recommend policies and programs 
towards the achievement of sustainable forest management, based on 

science and principles of good forest governance. 
  
 In the context of this mandate, FMB produces information, education 

and communication materials that are used to promote and raise awareness 
on the importance of forests for sustainable development. Some of FMB’s 

communication materials can be found on FMB’s website at 
forestry.denr.gov.ph. 
 

THE CONTEST 
  

   
 

 In celebration of the International Day of Forests, FMB launches its 

first photo contest and exhibit that aims to raise awareness on this year’s 
IDF theme: “Celebrating Forests and Water.” This is to celebrate the beauty 

of the Philippine Forests and encourage the participation of various 
stakeholders to the said event.  
 

 



HOW DO FORESTS CONTRIBUTE TO OUR WATER NEEDS? 

 
 

1. Forested watersheds and wetlands supply 75 percent of the world’s accessible fresh water 

for domestic, agricultural, industrial and ecological needs 

Forests are a key component of watershed management – an integrated approach of using 

natural resources in a given geographical area drained by a water course. It is by 

maintaining and providing high-quality freshwater that watershed areas have a pivotal role 

in the earth’s ecology and contribute significantly to the wealth and welfare of human 

societies. 

 

2. About one-third of the world’s largest cities obtain a significant proportion of their drinking 

water directly from forested protected areas 

The populations of major cities such as Mumbai, Bogotá and New York rely on forests for their 

water supplies. This number will increase as urban centres grow in size and population. 

 

3. Nearly 80 percent of the world’s population – 8 out of 10 people - is exposed to high levels 

of threat to water security 

By 2050, an extra 2.3 billion people are projected to be living in river basins under severe 

water stress, especially in North and South Africa, and South and Central Asia. 

 

4. Forests act as natural water filters 

Forests minimize soil erosion on site, reduce sediment in water bodies (wetlands, ponds, lakes, 

streams, rivers) and trap or filter water pollutants in the forest litter. 

5. Climate change is altering forests’ role in regulating water flows and influencing the 

availability of water resources 

 

Forests are at the forefront of reducing the effects of climate change. In respect of water, 

one benefit is forests’ cooling effect on the environment produced through 

evapotranspiration and the provision of shade. The impacts of climate change may also be 

manifested in an increase in catastrophes such as floods, droughts and landslides – all of 

which may be influenced by forest cover. Moreover, large-scale deforestation can have an 

impact on precipitation patterns.  

 

6. Improved water resource management can show considerable economic gains 

By 2030, the world is projected to face a 40 percent global water deficit under the business-

as-usual climate scenario. However, every US$1 invested in watershed protection can save 

anywhere from US$7.5 to almost US$200 in costs of a new water treatment and filtration 

facility. In developing countries, a US$15 to US$30 billion investment in improved water 

resources management could have direct annual income returns in the range of US$60 

billion. 

 

7. Forests have a crucial role in building and strengthening resilience 

When sustainably managed, forests contribute significantly to reducing soil erosion and the 

risk of landslides and avalanches, natural disasters which can disrupt the source and supply 

of freshwater. Forests protect and rehabilitate areas prone to soil degradation and erosion in 

upland areas. 

Forests also reduce the effects of small-scale, frequent or local flooding, and prevent and 

reduce dryland salinity and desertification. Partial or complete removal of tree cover 

accelerates water discharge, increasing the risk of floods during the rainy season and 

drought in the dry season. However, the services provided by ecosystems around the world, 

particularly wetlands, are in decline. Between US$4.3 and US$20.2 trillion per year of 

ecosystem services were lost between 1997 and 2011 due to land use change. 

 

 

Source: FAO (http://www.fao.org/forestry/91209/en/) 

 

 



RULES 
 

 The contest is open to all Filipino photo enthusiasts aged 18 years old 
and above. The age to declare is that at the time of entering the Contest. 

Employees of Forest Management Bureau including their relatives up to the 
second degree of affinity or consanguinity are not qualified to join the 
contest. FMB will determine eligibility at its sole discretion. 

 
 An entrant can only submit one (1) photograph, an original work for 
which he/she is the sole creator and owns the copyright. If the image 

captures a person or persons, the entrant must have obtained the 
permission of those persons for submission of his/her image to the Contest, 

as well as the use of the photograph by FMB for IEC materials. FMB will 
also not seek additional approvals in connection with the use of the 
photograph and it will not be responsible for any claim or complaint alleging 

violation of the rights of third parties. 
 

 The photograph must not have been awarded in other contests or 
commercially exploited, whether for news, advertising or otherwise. 
 

 By entering the Contest, the entrant grants an irrevocable, perpetual, 
worldwide exclusive license to FMB to reproduce, distribute, display and 
create derivative works of the entries (along with a name credit) in 

connection with the Contest and the promotion of FMB’s work (e.g. website, 
videos or digital recordings, printed publications, social media channels, 

other media used by FMB in its communications). 
 
 FMB reserves the right to verify the eligibility of any entry and/or 

entrant and to disqualify any entrant who submits an entry that is not in 
accordance with these rules or who tampers with the entry process. By 
submitting an entry to the Contest, the entrant agrees that his/her personal 

data may be processed, shared, and otherwise used for the purposes and 
within the context of the Contests and any other purposes outlined in these 

rules. FMB is not responsible for any entry not received due to internet or 
software failures. 
 

 Nothing in the rules for this Contest, nor any acts performed or 
statements made in relation to this Contest, shall be deemed a waiver, 

express or implied, of any of the privileges and immunities of FMB. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 



PROCESS AND SELECTION CRITERIA 
 

 The contest opens in 19 February 2016 and closes on 18 March 2016, 
12AM. Entries received after the deadline shall not be considered. 

 
 After the deadline for submissions has expired, FMB will select the 
Top 20 photos received within the deadline and based on the following 

criteria:  
 70% - Relevance to the Theme 
 30% - Artistic Value and Communication Potential of the Image 

 100% - TOTAL 
  

 Top 20 entries shall be posted on the FMB IDF Celebration 2016 
Facebook Likepage for viewing and voting for the voter’s choice award on 18 
March 2016. The winner for the voter’s choice award will be the photograph 

with the most number of likes. Deadline of voting for the Voter’s Choice 
award would be on 26 March 2016, 12mn. 

 
ACCEPTANCE 
 By submitting an entry to the Contest, the entrant confirms that the 

rules set forth for this Competition have been read, understood and agreed 
to by the participant.  
 

PRIZES 
 First Prize    Php 20,000  

 Second Prize   Php 15,000  
 Third Prize    Php 10,000  
 People’s Choice   Php 5,000    

 Consolation Prize (Top 4-12) Php 1,000    
 
 

 


